Sunday January 29, 2012


   4th Sunday after the Epiphany
          8:30 a.m.




*Congregation Stand As Able
PRELUDE


“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
-Callahan
HYMN SING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One:
We gather in this holy place:

All:

Hoping a song touches our hearts,

One: 
Looking for strength to endure,

All: 

Willing a prayer to reach heaven,

One: 
Longing for peace to well up within,

All: 

Listening for a word that comforts,

One: 
Waiting for the children to explode with joy,

All: 

Desiring an outpouring of God's Spirit.

One: 
We gather together, in holy anticipation,

All: 

And God meets us here.
*HYMN # 174
“His Name Is Wonderful” †

OPENING PRAYER

Holy Lord, draw us close.  Teach us and lead us forever and everywhere to be alive and on fire with songs of gratitude, words of witness, prayers of compassion, deeds of justice, acts of kindness.  Draw us close Lord, and fill us with your Spirit.  Amen
.
SCRIPTURE

EPISTLE
1 Corinthians 8:1-13

*PSALTER page 832
Psalm 111

*GOSPEL
Mark 1:21-28

*GLORIA PATRI # 71

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
      “Living by the Rules”
PRAYER

JOYS AND CONCERNS

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
     Renewing God, trusting in your infinite grace, we confess that we need your healing and your forgiveness.  For all that is broken in our minds and bodies, we ask your healing.  For all that is amiss in our choices and our relationships, we ask your forgiveness.  For all that works against life and blessing in our hearts, and in the world, we open ourselves to your transforming grace.  Heal us, forgive us, and make us new.  Amen.


PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING
OFFERTORY                     “Voluntary”
-
Zeuner
*DOXOLOGY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

      Nurturing God, let us not grow weary in our task of making disciples of Jesus Christ.  We thank you for this opportunity-the offering-to work for the good of all.  We pray especially for this family of faith and the family of the church universal.  May these gifts of money strengthen our ministry in making and maturing disciples of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
*HYMN # 189
“Fairest Lord Jesus” †

SERMON
“Better Angels of our Nature”

*HYMN # 3101 (Green)
“Love Lifted Me” †

*BENEDICTION # 672
 “God Be with You till We Meet Again” †

POSTLUDE                     “Postlude”
               -Andre
____________

†Hymn from Congregational Favorites List
Welcome Guests!
If Markesan UMC isn’t your home church, we’re glad you’re here and hope you feel at home! 
Please take a moment to fill in the information on the attendance form as it is passed during worship.  We have coffee fellowship from 9:30—10:30 a.m. each morning and look forward to greeting you there.
You may also want to know …

Kiddie Kare is available in the nursery downstairs
Hearing devices are available as well as large print hymnals—just speak to an usher to use one.

Restrooms are located in the hallway just off the parking lot entrance.

Diaper changing facilities are located in the women’s restroom.
Children’s activity bags are hanging in the hallway at the back of the sanctuary.  Feel free to get one for your child to use during worship.
Drinking fountains are located near either of the rear entrances to the church.
Please silence your cell phone during worship

We express sympathy to the family of Geraldine Jackowski who passed away, last Friday Jan. 20th.  Services will be held this afternoon at 2:00 p.m.
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Helping in Worship this morning:

Liturgist—Lorraine Behrs
Organist—Heidi Hirschy
Ushers—Team I, Jeff Franke, Capt
Sound Desk—Russ Hirschy

This Week’s Schedule
Sunday-1/29/12

8:30 am-Worship

9:30 am-Hospitality/SS

9:35 am-Adult SS

10:30 am-Worship

Tuesday-1/31/12
6:30 am – Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Sandy’s diner

Wed. 2/1/12
12:00 pm, - Sew Blessed
6:30 pm – Celebration Singer Practice

7:30 pm – Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday-2/5/12
8:30 am-Worship

9:30 am-Hospitality/SS

9:35 am-Adult SS

10:30 am-Worship

Mark Your Calendars – there will be a Spaghetti Dinner on February 19th after the 10:30 worship service.  A Sign-Up Sheet is in Common Ground, on the back counter, or on the table in the narthex for those interested in signing up.  Sign Up is recommended so the food preparers know how much food to prepare.  A Free-Will Offering will be collected.  Proceeds will go towards the upgrading of the kitchen appliances.  
We will begin a 7 week Lenten Study on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd.  There will be study classes on Wed. mornings at 10:30 a.m. with coffee and snacks, and there will be a study beginning at 6:30 p.m. with a light supper beginning at 5:45 p.m.  There is a signup sheet in Common Ground for anyone interested in preparing a light meal prior to the Wed. evening study.  The class will begin on Feb. 22nd; however, there will be no meal because of the Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m.  The class will meet at 5:45 p.m. on this day.  Please see the bulletin insert if you would like to purchase a book that goes along with the study.  Cost of the book is $6.50.  Deadline to order books is 12th.
Communion on February 5th will be moved to Feb. 12.  Pastor Paul will be out of town on the 5th and Nina Zick will be leading us in worship on this day.

The Newsletter Deadline is Monday, January 30th, please have all articles into the office by noon .

This Week’s Schedule
Sunday-1/22/12

8:30 am-Worship

9:30 am-Hospitality/SS

9:35 am-Adult SS

10:30 am-Worship

Tuesday-1/24/12
6:30 am – Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Sandy’s diner

Wed. 1/25/12
12:00 pm, - Sew Blessed
6:30 pm – Celebration Singer Practice

7:30 pm – Chancel Choir Practice

Sunday-1/29/12
8:30 am-Worship

9:30 am-Hospitality/SS

9:35 am-Adult SS

10:30 am-Worship

Mark Your Calendars – there will be a Spaghetti Dinner on February 19th after the 10:30 worship service.  A Sign-Up Sheet is in Common Ground, on the back counter, or on the table in the narthex for those interested in signing up.  Sign Up is recommended so the food preparers know how much food to prepare.  A Free-Will Offering will be collected.  Proceeds will go towards the upgrading of the kitchen appliances
We will begin a 7 week Lenten Study on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd.  There will be study classes on Wed. mornings at 10:30 a.m. with coffee and snacks, and there will be a study beginning at 6:30 p.m. with a light supper beginning at 5:45 p.m.  There is a signup sheet in Common Ground for anyone interested in preparing a light meal prior to the Wed. evening study.  The class will begin on Feb. 22nd; however, there will be no meal because of the Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m.  The class will meet at 5:45 p.m. on this day.  Please see the bulletin insert if you would like to purchase a book that goes along with the study.  Cost of the book is $6.50.  Deadline to order books is Feb. 12th.
Communion on February 5th will be moved to Feb. 12.  Pastor Paul will be out of town on the 5th and Nina Zick will be leading us in worship on this day.

The Newsletter Deadline is Monday, January 30th, please have all articles into the office by noon .




























